
  
 
             The Arc of Blair County Newsletter 

 
We could learn a lot from crayons: some are sharp, some are dull, some are pretty, some have funny names, 

and all are different colors.....but they all have to learn to live in the same box.       ~ Delores Lee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

SCHEDULE for August 2020 
 

Wednesday, August 12 - Wine and glass wooden holder. 
 
This is a wood workshop class conducted outdoors at 

6:00 p.m., on August 12. The program will be held the 
next evening if it should rain on Wednesday. Check The 

Arc website to be certain it is taking place on 
Wednesday, August 12. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Do not worry if you have never been around a saw or 

drill before. Our wood working classes are very safe and 
there is nothing more satisfying than proudly showing 

others what you created.  
 
This project was selected because it makes a great gift 

or can just as easily be displayed in your home. 
Registration is required. 

 
BOCCE 
Tuesday's is Bocce at The Arc at 6:00 p.m. and it will last 

for one hour. You must register for this program. We are 
not allowing anyone to stay who did not register.  

 
ZOOM 
The Arc offers programs twice each week through its 

Zoom classes - Wednesday's at 11:30 a.m. and Friday's 
at 1:00 p.m. We have had a dance party, played games, 

baked desserts, given out lots of prizes and so much 
more! Call The Arc at 946-1011 to join in the fun! 
 

 
 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY! 
  
Normally at this point The Arc of 
Blair County is busy sending out 

Penn State Raffle letters, 
encouraging members to support 

The Arc through its raffle 

fundraiser. 
 
This year, due to the uncertainty if 
Penn State games will even take 

place, we are not raffling PSU 
football tickets but are offering a 

cash raffle! 
 

We are giving $1,000 in cash away! 
There will be ten $50 cash raffles 
drawn and five $100 cash raffles 

drawn! You have 15 chances to win 
AND you can win more than one 

time! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The Arc has been affected, like 
many others, by the Corona 

shutdown. We need everyone's 
support. 

 
All members are expected, as part 
of your membership, to sell raffle 

tickets to support the many 
programs offered at The Arc. Our 

board of directors and staff cannot 
be expected to support the building 
- it takes all of us. 

 
We are drawing August 28th and 

will notify all winners. Good Luck! 

 



  

TRIVIA    
Bart Rhodes was the winner of a 

$10 Sheetz gift card for 
correctly answering Joyce 
Veckov as the instructor of the 

long running line dance program 
at The Arc. Joyce is a little 

firecracker of energy! She leads 
a wonderful class each 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Once 

The Arc opens regular programs 
again, stop down and meet 

Joyce. She is terrific at 
choreographing a dance to 

people's favorite songs! 
 
AUGUST TRIVIA QUESTION:   

The first person to call and 
correctly answer the question 

receives a $10 gift card to 
Dunkin Donuts (or Dunkin' as it 
is now called)! 

 
Question:   

This person whips up yummy 
meals for us each month to 
sample and instructs us on how 

to make the meal on our own.  
Call us with the person's first 

and last name. You got this! 

 
VEGETABLE GARDEN 
 
All are welcome to stop by and 

see what is in the backyard 
garden. The Arc backyard is a 

great place to stop, rest, and 
rejuvenate. Feel free to take 
vegetables or herbs home for 

some healthy summertime 
cooking! While you are visiting, 

please make use of the bocce 
court, have lunch or dinner 
under the pavilion, and listen to 

the relaxing waterfall. 

LA AFFAIRS 
 

** The article below was written by Howard's mom who is submitting it to 

the Los Angeles Times newspaper. Brooke Baird is an Arc of Blair County 

member. The family gave permission to use this beautiful and poignant 

story in The Arc newsletter. 

 
We met on a “blind” date about 30 years ago.  There was 
Brooke, her parents, our son Howard, my husband and me.  

Their special education teacher at Dana Hills High School set us 
up.  We were to meet at the school football game.  It was “like 

at first sight.”  Brooke was 14 and Howard was 18 at the time.  
There were instant smiles.  Brooke told me that I looked like a 
fairy godmother.  What could be nicer?  She said that she was 

wearing white “hooker boots” because she liked Julia Roberts in 
the movie “Pretty Woman.”  We all had a good laugh.  The 

football game was the furthest thing from our minds. 
 
We continued to get together as a group - - sometimes in their 

house and sometimes in ours.  They took Howard to Disneyland, 
Hard Rock Café, professional football games and more.  They 

really enjoyed Howard’s company and we certainly appreciated 
their kindness and generosity. 
 

We mentioned to Brooke that we are Jewish.  She said, “I can be 
Jewish, too.  That’s cool.”  They are Catholic.  Another good 

laugh. 
 
One time, I drove Howard and Brooke to the movie theater.  I 

told Howard that he could hold Brooke’s hand in the parking lot.  
Brooke’s mother picked them up after the show.  She told 

Howard that he could hold Brooke’s hand in the car.  He said, 
“No, my mother said in the parking lot.”  Another good laugh. 

 
I asked Brooke’s mother if I should program anything into 
Howard.  He was kissing Brooke good night on the cheek by 

then.  She said, “No, Brooke likes Howard because he doesn’t 
touch her like other boys try to do.” 

 
We shared many events including proms, weddings of other 
children and the passing of Brooke’s father.  Over the years, we 

have remained friends.  Brooke and her mother now live on the 
east coast but come to visit California once a year.  When we 

meet for a yogurt, it is like no time has passed.  The “kids” are 
47 and 43 now (the ages we were when we first met).  They still 
smile and hug hello.  Nothing ever came of their relationship but 

a nice friendship between the two families. 
 

Both Brooke and Howard have brought love and laughs to our 
families.  We are grateful for that.  They are special blessings to 
us. 

 
Gloria Polin has been a homemaker since Howard was born.  She 

lives with her husband and son in Laguna Woods, California 
where life is good. 

 

YOU INPUT IS NEEDED 
Please call The Arc at 946-1011 

on your thoughts if you are 
ready to attend classes and 
programs again. We need 

feedback and your guidance will 

determine when we re-open. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Brook Baird 
was in Troll 
costume , 
holding a troll 
character, as 
she danced to 
"Can't stop the 
feeling'' from 
the Trolls 
movie. 

Meg Ritchey 
showed off  a 
beautiful collection 
of pottery that she 
painted. Great 
work, Meg. Your 
eye for detail 
meant nothing 
bled into other 
colors! 

Arc's Got Talent! The Arc zoom class held a talent show. One thing is for sure - there are some 
mad skills among our members! What a variety of acts we were treated to! 

Jamie Stasky 
sang "All about 
that bass" by 
Meghan 
Trainor. A 
great upbeat 
choice! 

Katie Burke did an 
act with her dog, 
Mocha, displaying 
Mocha's many 
talents and their 
special 
relationship. 

Camey Wilt's melodic 
voice brought joy with 
"I'll fly away", a song 
often performed by 
The Arc Angels. The 
song was introduced 
by our beloved 
director, Paula 
Pheasant who 
passed five years 
ago. 

Garren Burget 
can bounce a 
ball on a tennis 
racket for a 
very long time. 
We lost count 
but Garran 
never lost his 
concentration!  
AMAZING! 

Leah Leiden danced 
to a classic - Michael 
Jackson's "Thriller". 
Leah even got the cat 
moves down. Great 
choreography, Leah. 

Christina Polito 
thought outside 
the box and read 
a poem about 
shells and the 
beach and then 
showed off her 
sea shell 
collection and 
items made from 
shells. 

Luke Hullihen is an 
accomplished drum player as 
he showed his skills to "Play 
that Funky Music"! Luke 
started taking lessons in the 
4th grade and performs in his 
church choir. 

Jess Ponder 
did a line 
dance routine 
to "Country as 
a boy can be". 
Jess learned 
the dance at 
The Arc line 
dancing class 
and said she 
loves line 
dancing. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Bocce is back for the summer. We were stuck inside all spring, on Covid-19 lockdown, so 
do not miss the opportunity to engage with friends in the great outdoors. Yes, we look a 

little different than in the past, but Bocce is still being played! Call and reserve your spot 
for Tuesday's at 6 pm. Thanks Darlene and Cletus Wilt for guiding the group each week. 

 
 

 

 
 

We encourage you to frequently check The Arc website, thearcblair.org, to discover when 
programs will be resuming. This will be a week by week decision.  All information will be 

posted to The Arc website at www.thearcblair.org.  
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